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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As the Christmas season settles over the beautiful Creston Valley, all of us at the Kootenai
Community Centre Society (KCCS) extend our heartfelt gratitude for your continued
support throughout the year. This season reminds us of the strength, compassion, and
generosity that define our community, and we are deeply thankful for the kindness we
witness every day. Over the past year, our programs have continued to grow thanks to the
dedication of our staff, partners, and supporters. From providing child care and crisis
support to offering outreach services and safe shelter, our work is made possible by the
collective compassion of this community.

We have been truly overwhelmed by the generosity shown this holiday season. Because of
the support of local businesses, service clubs, and individual donors, we have been able to
provide:

e Warm clothing and winter essentials

o Christmas hampers

o Gifts for children and youth

e Seasonal support for individuals accessing our programs
« Food security support

Every gift—Ilarge or small—helps brighten the holiday season for someone in need. Your
donations, advocacy, and encouragement make a meaningful difference for individuals and
families facing difficult circumstances. Thank you for helping us move closer to our vision of
a community where safety, compassion, and opportunity are realities for everyone.

A special thank-you goes to the incredible team at KCCS. Their compassion,
professionalism, and tireless commitment are at the heart of everything we do. Whether
offering crisis support, advocating for child care, coordinating community services, or
working behind the scenes, their dedication ensures that everyone who walks through our
doors is met with dignity and respect.

To our Board of Directors: you truly embody the spirit of giving. We are deeply grateful for
your time, care, and unwavering commitment to our community.

As we look ahead to 2026, we remain committed to strengthening services, expanding
collaborations, and continuing to advocate for a safer, more supportive Creston Valley. We
look forward to sharing new initiatives and opportunities in the months ahead.

From all of us at the Kootenai Community Centre Society, we wish you and your loved ones
a peaceful, safe, and joy-filled Christmas season. May the coming year bring hope, comfort,
and connection.

With sincere gratitude,

Stephannie Dunn

Executive Director
Kootenai Community Centre Society
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ENDING THE VIOLENCE

This fall has been a very busy and impactful season for our Ending the Violence Programs. Our
Safe Home and Second Stage Housing programs continue to operate at full capacity, and our
Crisis Line remains available 24/7 for those in need of immediate support. Our Outreach
Program continues to grow, with staff actively supporting new clients, advocating for safer
streets, and creating spaces for community dialogue and awareness around domestic and
gender-based violence. On September 19, 2025, we hosted our 2nd Annual Take Back the Night
event. Approximately 50 community members gathered in solidarity under the message “Stop
the Silence, End the Violence.” This powerful and reflective vigil honored five of the more

h than 30 women tragically killed by intimate partners in British Columbia in 2024 alone. Their
) stories were symbolically represented through photos and names, each accompanied by a
woman standing with duct tape over her mouth—an arresting image that highlighted the

Ny A silence too often surrounding intimate partner violence. More than a memorial, the evening
served as a call to action. KCCS spoke out against systemic failures in law enforcement,
healthcare, and public policy, urging all levels of government to move beyond words and
toward meaningful, survivor-centered reform. The event reaffirmed our collective commitment
to stand against violence, coercion, abuse, and censorship—and to advocate for safety, respect,
and dignity for all.

We are also pleased to share progress on collaborative efforts to improve services for survivors
of sexual violence in our region. As Creston Valley Hospital does not currently offer sexual
assault kits or testing, KCCS has been working alongside community partners and town staff
to explore the feasibility of bringing this critical service to Creston. Establishing local access
would be a significant step forward, ensuring survivors can receive timely, compassionate care
without having to travel out of town.

Ny A This year, the BC Farmers’ Market Nutritional Coupon Program was a great success. KCCS
facilitated coupons for 45 local households, helping ensure access to fresh, healthy, locally
grown food throughout the summer and fall. We are pleased to continue offering this program
in the year ahead.

Our Access to Benefits Program also continues to make a meaningful difference in the lives of
community members. The program is offered at the Creston Library on Tuesdays (10:00 a.m. -
12:00 p.m.) and at Trinity United Church on Thursdays (1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.). If you or
someone you know needs help navigating government forms or benefits, please consider
referring them to this free and supportive service.

As we move into the Christmas season, our team is busy assembling holiday hampers for our
clients and their children. For many of the women we support, it has been years since they’ve
had a wrapped gift under the tree just for them. Being able to provide something special brings
dignity, warmth, and joy during a season that can be especially difficult. We extend our

P | heartfelt thanks to Creston Shoppers Drug Mart, Creston Baptist Church Women’s Ministry,
and the Creston Bargain Store for their generous support of our Christmas hampers this year.

This season, we are deeply grateful for our community’s continued compassion and
commitment to ending violence and supporting survivors.
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TEDDY BEAR DAYCARE

The Teddy Bear Crew had a great fall. We said good bye to our friends that began Kindergarten, and
welcomed many new children into our program.

We had a very successful Halloween Costume Dance party. The kids and staff all dressed up and had
a blast!!

Right now we are excitedly counting down the days until Santa comes to visit at Teddy Bear!! He will
make a special appearance on the morning of our Christmas party, Friday December 19t

We are looking forward to spending time with our friends and family, while we are closed over the
week of Christmas!

Merry Christmas from all of the staff and children at Teddy Bear Daycare!!

GRIZZLY BEAR AFTER SCHOOL CARE

The Grizzly kids have spent their fall transitioning back into the school routine. This includes getting
accustomed to the school bus and attending Grizzly Bear before/after school.

Halloween was hit! We made fun and yummy Halloween themed treats, watched a movie, and ended
the day with a costume dance party! We also enjoyed collecting lots of leaves over the past month.
We painted colorful prints and made crafts with various maple and oak leaves.

With winter fast approaching, we were fortunate to have snow on a Pro d Day!! We spent the day
sledding down the hillside at Grizzly, over and over again!

The Grizzly kids are looking forward to many more days of sledding and snow man building....and
Christmas!! We will spend December doing Christmas activities until we are closed for our break.
We will return on Dec 29 and begin with the New year Festivities.

Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year!
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